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our acquiring strength means the mental, emotional, social and
political education of the two and a half lakh people of Ahmedabad,
the thirty-five thousand people of Nadiad and the one lakh people
of Surat. They should know with their minds whom to trust
and, through their hearts, that happiness can only follow suffering;
should know with their minds and their hearts that, just as our
dealings in the family should be pure, so also must our social con-
duct be pure; this means that, as our homes should be clean, so
our streets and our towns should be clean; as the home should be
free from strife, so should society be free from it and, as we would
be ready to lay down our lives for the family, so should we be
ready to lay it down for society; they should know, as following
from all this, that, if the relationship between the king and his
subjects becomes vitiated, that is, becomes a relationship between
the privileged and the unprivileged, between the employer and the
employee, or between master and slave, we should have no more to
do with that king, with that system of government. From this, we
can deduce rules to guide our conduct in all matters.

[From Gujarati]
Navajivan, 30-10-1921
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My plight is beyond description. A Garasia1 friend of the
Gohel class wrote a letter to me on 12th April, which I have
kept aside all these days. It was not written for publication, but
discusses suggestions for action by me. It has been travelling all
along with me. Every week I take it up and put it away hoping
to deal with it later on. The letter is written in a beautiful and
legible handwriting, but is rather long. Anyone who writes a letter
of nine pages to me can hardly expect me to read and think over it.
It is because I liked the opening sentences that I preserved the
letter, and I have now been able to read the whole of it.

I should like this gentleman and others who may write to me
to understand my position. They should bear in mind that, as
a rule, one who expresses all his ideas in a clear hand on a single
page will receive an early reply. If the best of ideas have been
expressed in a single sentence; why cannot we state in one sentence
what we want? As we go ahead with our work, we shall realize

1 Name of a community in Gujarat and Saurashtra